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436 members 

Jan 21 NO SCHOOLðMartin 

Luther King Jr. Day. 

Feb 7 PTA Board Meeting 

Feb 12 February Courier deadline 

Feb 13 Legislative Focus Day 

Feb 18-20 NO SCHOOLðMid-

Winter Break 

Feb 28  Family Reading Night 

March 6 Kindergarten Registra-

tion 

March 7 NO SCHOOL ðTeacher 

Work Day 

March 13 International Night 

Parent Reminders  

Happy New Year!  
Happy New Year!  At this time of year, as your PTA Co-Presidents, we like to 

take a look back at the year behind us, reflect on what weôve learned, and con-

sider what we have achieved.  Then we take a look at the year ahead.  What do 

we hope to accomplish, and how can we make this year even better than the last? 
 

We certainly had a wonderful 2007 here at Ben Franklin.  Together the students, 

staff, and parents have done so much to enrich our childrenôs education.  As a 

PTA we are proud that we achieved so many of our goals for 2007.  For exam-

ple, we had greater community involvement that ever at our many family events.  

Folks turned out in record numbers for the Dadôs Pancake Breakfast, Fall Family 

Night, Halloween Parade, Seattle Kids Marathon and more.  Also, we reached 

and exceeded our Fundraising goal at the Jog-a-thon so that we can pay for as-

semblies, educational enrichment, and events for the rest of the school year.  We 

got our Website up and running.  (If you havenôt visited it yet go to 

www.mybenfranklinPTA.org and check it out!) We coordinated Health Screen-

ing, Popcorn Fridays, Legislative Action, Class Pictures, and so many more pro-

grams that benefit every student.  Finally, we exceeded our goals for PTA Mem-

bership and reached an all-time high of 436 members.  Each of these accom-

plishments can be traced back to the efforts of wonderful parent volunteers!  We 

are grateful to all of them. 
 

As we look to 2008 we plan to continue with what works.  Weôll keep the pro-

grams and events that the Ben Franklin students and their families love.  But we 

want to do even more.  As you read this, volunteers are working on parent edu-

cation opportunities, new spring assemblies, and bringing foreign language 

classes back to Franklin.  Also, one of our goals for the New Year is to have 

greater participation in the PTA General Membership Meetings.  We hold these 

meetings during family events so that lots of parents can attend.   If youôve never 

come to a General Meeting, please join us during Bingo Night and International 

Night.  Weôd love to have you!  Another goal for 2008 is to have many new par-

ent volunteers.  Weôd be delighted to have new faces on the PTA Board next 

year, and new people heading up committees.  If youôd like to take on a volun-

teer opportunity for next year, contact any member of the PTA Board and weôll 

help you get started. Together we can make 2008 Ben Franklinôs best year yet!    

 

                                                          ððChristine Muenz and Brenda Jensen  

Presidentsõ Letter 

http://www.mybenfranklinpta.org/


 

 

 

Ben Franklin  

PTA Board  

 

Co-Presidents  
Christine Muenz  

828-0162, tinemuenz@yahoo.com  

Brenda Jensen  
827-6327, brendajensen@comcast.net  

 

Secretary  
Kris LaFramboise  

822-4947, raspberries5@yahoo.com  

Treasurer  
Mandi McChesney  

  558-7862, seattlemccs@comcast.net  
 

Scrip Treasurer  
Linda Ruskell  

  885-3710, jacsam@comcast.net  
 

VPs Fundraising  
Christy Hentges  

  576-5494, cahentges@comcast.net  

Elly Budidjaja  
  881-6787, ebdja@gte.net  

 

VPs Education & Enrichment  
Kathleen Shipman  

822-0725, kshipman16@comcast.net  
Tamara Hill  

576-9052, tkhill@comcast.net  
 

VPs Communication  
Donna Blinn  

869-7701, blinnx4@comcast.net  

Valerie Horvath  
 885-0859, valerieh@gmail.com  

 

VPs Health & Welfare  
Petra Lamon  

869-0964, petralamon@hotmail.com  
Lisa Vincent  

882-0835, golisavi@yahoo.com  
 

VPs Special Events  
Julie Peterson  

889-7490, jsewfine@aol.com  
Karen Larsen  

  821-8332, karenlarski@comcast.net  

The Ben Franklin Courier, the news-
letter of the Ben Franklin Elementary 
PTA,   is published during the aca-
demic year to serve the families and 
the community of Ben Franklin Ele-
mentary School. 

All are welcome to submit articles, 
announcements, and photos for 
publication. Please submit material 
to Rumpf@DrMyEyes.com by  the 
Wednesday following the monthly 
PTA Board Meeting. 
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Look for this newsletter 
online at 
www.mybenfranklinpta.org ! 

Ben Franklin PTA 
Account Balances  

As of  1/11/08  
   By Mandi McChesney , 

Treasurer  

Checking  $21,138.84 

Savings   $  6,167.19  

Total        $27,306.03  

Board Meeting Highlights  

By Kris LaFramboise, Secretary  

These notes are from the December 13, 2007  and Jan 3, 2008 Ben 
Franklin PTA Board Meetings. 

The library book sale went well, raising over $1,700 for the school li-
brary.  Another contribution to our library came from the sale of our for-
�P�H�U���V�F�K�R�R�O���O�L�E�U�D�U�L�D�Q���3�H�J�J�\���$�Q�G�H�U�V�R�Q�¶�V���K�R�X�V�H�������6�F�K�R�R�O���S�D�U�H�Q�W���-�L�P��
Muenz, who works for Coldwell Banker, presented a check for $1,380, 
which Mrs. Anderson requested be donated to our school library. 

Staff Appreciation Week will be the first week of May.  We need a volun-
teer to coordinate the traditional door decorating project. 

Health screening went well.  Our nurse, Kathy Cusak, praised the nice 
group of parents and students at our school. 

The  Communications committee reminds us that Thursday packets are 
being assembled on Wednesdays at noon. 

Legislative Focus day is February 13, 2008 in Olympia.   

Family Reading Night is February 28, 2008. 

International Night planning is underway.  Scheduled for March 13, 
2008. 

Mrs. Jamison is planning a school play for this spring.  More information 
will be coming on this. 

The next PTA Board meeting will be Thursday, February 7
th
. 

Hats off to Helping Hands 

Thank you to all the volunteers who helped on Heath Screening Day: Colette 

Ulloa, Jodi Ferrigno, Sandi Patterson, Pam Wilhelm, Elly Budidjaja, Helen 

Meyers, Nancy Bick Krossa, Gail Rice, Kristie Zikas, Rena Peterson, Chris-

�W�L�Q�H���&�K�H�Q�����<�X���,�Z�D�V�D�N�L�����7�D�P�D�U�D���+�L�O�O�����.�D�U�L�Q�D���2�¶�0�D�O�O�H�\�����'�R�Q�Q�D���%�O�L�Q�Q�����/�L�O�H��
Ellefsen, Karen Larsen.  A big thank you to Lile Ellefsen for organizing the 

Health Screen Day.  Kathy Cusak, the Lake Washington District nurse said this 

was the best and most well-organized Health Screen Day that she has been 

to!  She also was impressed how well-behaved the children were that day! 


