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May 1-31 Bike-to-School Month 

May 5-9 Hopelink Campaign to 

End Hunger 

May 5-9 Teacher Appreciation 

Week 

May 6 Class Picture Day 

May 15 Science Fair and Open 

House, plus 2-for-1 Book Fair  

May 23 NO SCHOOLðTeacher 

work day 

May 26 NO SCHOOLðMemorial 

Day 

Parent Reminders  

The Process of  Selecting our New Principal  

As you know, next year we will welcome a new principal to Ben Franklin when Ms. 

Cronin goes to open the new school out on the plateau.  But perhaps you are wondering 

just how the new principal is selected.  It is an exhaustive and rigorous process that 

really seeks to hire the best possible candidate for our school. 

 

First of all, the job opening was posted nationally.  The school district received between 

50 and 75 applications from across the country.  Next, Lake Washington School District 

Human Resources Department narrowed that field down to the twelve most qualified 

candidates. Meanwhile, representatives from the school district met with the entire Ben 

Franklin staff, and with parents from our community to get input as to what teachers and 

parents are looking for in our new principal. Each of those meetings generated a list of 

characteristics, a wish list if you will. 

 

Next, the selection committee was formed.  This committee included the coordinator of 

Teaching and Learning for LWSD, the Director of School Support for LW Learning 

Community, two principals from our district, four Ben Franklin teachers, and two Ben 

Franklin parents.  Armed with the lists of desired characteristics, the Selection Commit-

tee met and generated the questions the applicants would be asked during their inter-

views. The top twelve candidates were each granted a one-hour interview with the Se-

lection Committee at which they gave a presentation of their own design, and answered 

the committeeôs questions. 

 

Then, the committee was charged with reaching a consensus to choose the top three can-

didates.  Those top three, not ranked in any order, were put forward to Dr. Chip Kim-

ball, Superintendent of LWSD.  He interviewed each of them again, and ultimately 

hired Ms. Kim Fricke as the new Principal of Ben Franklin Elementary. 

 

Clearly, this rigorous process shows the commitment of the LWSD to hiring an excep-

tional principal for our school, as well as Ms. Frickeôs excellent qualifications.  We 

look forward to welcoming her to the Franklin family. 

 

                                                      ððChristine Muenz and Brenda Jensen  

Presidentsõ Letter 

THANK YOU to the 
Nominating Committee 
(Cindy Burt, Shelley Kloba, 
Colette Ulloa, Kathy Sterritt)! 



 

 

 

Ben Franklin  

PTA Board  

 

Co-Presidents  
Christine Muenz  

828-0162, tinemuenz@yahoo.com  

Brenda Jensen  
827-6327, brendajensen@comcast.net  

 

Secretary  
Kris LaFramboise  

822-4947, raspberries5@yahoo.com  

Treasurer  
Mandi McChesney  

  558-7862, seattlemccs@comcast.net  
 

Scrip Treasurer  
Linda Ruskell  

  885-3710, jacsam@comcast.net  
 

VPs Fundraising  
Christy Hentges  

  576-5494, cahentges@comcast.net  

Elly Budidjaja  
  881-6787, ebdja@gte.net  

 

VPs Education & Enrichment  
Kathleen Shipman  

822-0725, kshipman16@comcast.net  
Tamara Hill  

576-9052, tkhill@comcast.net  
 

VPs Communication  
Donna Blinn  

869-7701, blinnx4@comcast.net  

Valerie Horvath  
 885-0859, valerieh@gmail.com  

 

VPs Health & Welfare  
Petra Lamon  

869-0964, petralamon@hotmail.com  
Lisa Vincent  

882-0835, golisavi@yahoo.com  
 

VPs Special Events  
Julie Peterson  

889-7490, jsewfine@aol.com  
Karen Larsen  

  821-8332, karenlarski@comcast.net  

The Ben Franklin Courier, the news-
letter of the Ben Franklin Elementary 
PTA,   is published during the aca-
demic year to serve the families and 
the community of Ben Franklin Ele-
mentary School. 

All are welcome to submit articles, 
announcements, and photos for 
publication. Please submit material 
to Rumpf@DrMyEyes.com by  the 
Wednesday following the monthly 
PTA Board Meeting. 

May 2006  Page 2 April 2008  

Look for this newsletter 
online at 
www.mybenfranklinpta.org ! 

Ben Franklin PTA 
Account Balances  

As of  4/1408  
   By Mandi McChesney , 

Treasurer  

Checking  $13,918.98 

Savings    $11,172.98  

Total         $25,091.96  

Board Meeting Highlights  
By Kris LaFramboise, Secretary  

April 10, 2008.  

The 2008-2009 PTA budget was 
approved. Additional funds for 
teachers were discussed and ap-
proved for a permanent set of 
books for running record (K-2) and 
a resource library for all teachers 
with books that cover writing traits. 
Barb McElfish has arranged a book 
fair for the night of the science fair, 
buy 1-get 1 free, to give back to the 
community. Needs help from 6:30-
8:30 pm.  
International Night was fabu-
lous!!!!!!!!   
Still need a chair for Volunteer Tea. 

Please contact Julie Peterson. 

For the last several years the Ben Franklin PTA has participated in the End 
Summer Hunger program. This is a wonderful program that helps feed low income stu-
dents that usually depend on school lunches for daily meals. This year Mr. Howdenôs 
leadership team is helping to participate!  Each classroom is asked to help collect coins 
and dollar donations.  We are asking for your help as there are 11,000 homeless and 
low income students who receive free and reduced lunches on the Eastside. 
 

Hopelink is able to stretch your dollars in a 10 to 1 buying power as they purchase food 
in bulk.  This is such an important program because food donations are more scarce in 
the summer months, your money really counts and those coins add up! 
 

The drive kicks off on May 5
th
 and runs for one week, so letôs dig deep and do our part 

for those in need. 

Questions? Contact Lile Ellefsen: ellefsen4@comcast.net 

End Summer Hunger  

A Hopelink lunch program to feed kids!  

Buy 1 ñGet 1 Book Fair! May 15th in the Library .  More books for 

our community! Contact bmcelfish@lwsd.org  to volunteer your help with 

setup, selling  and take -down.  

The full 2008-09 Board is: 

Co-�3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�V�«�«�«�«�«�«�� Brenda Jensen (current) 

  Julie Petersen (elected) 

�7�U�H�D�V�X�U�H�U�«�«�«�«�«�«�«�« Mandy McChesney 

�6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�\�«�«�«�«�«�«�«�«�� Kris La Framboise 

�9�3�V���6�S�H�F�L�D�O���(�Y�H�Q�W�V�«�«�«�«���� Karen Larsen (current) 

  Frida Kumar (elected) 

VPs Education & Enrichment Tamara Hill (current) 

  Julia Ednie (elected) 

�9�3�V���+�H�D�O�W�K���	���:�H�O�I�D�U�H�«�«�«�� Amanda Maggiora(elected) 

  Julie Cowin (elected) 

�9�3�V���&�R�P�P�X�Q�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V�«�«�«�� Valerie Horvath (current) 

  Megan Hoskins (elected) 

�9�3�V���)�X�Q�G�U�D�L�V�L�Q�J�«�«�«�«�«���� Christy Hedges (current) 

  Collette Ulloa (elected) 

�6�F�U�L�S���7�U�H�D�V�X�U�H�U�«�«�«�«�«���� Chris Brandenfels (elected) 

By Lile Ellefsen  


